
 

 

 

 

FAITH ‘N’ LIFE 

WHEN NOTHING ELSE WOULD WORK 

II Chronicles 36: 14-23; Ephesians 2: 4-10; John 3: 14-21 

R. G. Lee tells a beautiful story about a mountain school that had a hard time keeping a 

teacher, because there was a group of big, rough boys who took pride in running the 

teacher off. The biggest and roughest of them all was named Tom. 

A new young teacher won over the boys, however, by letting them write the rules for 

the school--which were very strictly enforced with a rod. For example, cheating would 

be punished with five strokes of the rod, and stealing with ten strokes, both to be given 

with the offender's coat off. 

Everything went well until one day Tom's lunch was stolen. A frail little boy in hand-

me-down clothes that were too big for him admitted his guilt. The school demanded 

that he be whipped. When the teacher called the little fellow up front, he came whim-

pering and begging to leave his coat on. The pupils insisted he obey the rules and take 

off his coat. When he did, a deathly silence settled over the room, for he had no shirt 

on and his emaciated body looked like skin stretched over bones. The teacher gasped 

and dropped the rod. He knew he could never whip that little boy. 

Suddenly, big Tom strode up and stood between the two. "I'll take it for him, Teacher, 

for after all it was my lunch he stole." He shrugged out of his coat. At the third blow 

the switch broke, and the teacher threw it in the corner and said, "That's all, school dis-

missed." 

The frail little boy laid his hand on big Tom's arm and through his tears said, "Thank 

you, Tom, it would have killed me." (1) 

Who could help but be moved to gratitude by someone willing to take your place--take 

your punishment--suffer your consequences? 

George Buttrick once wrote, "The magnetism of the Cross so strangely persists as to 

indicate a miracle. For why should anyone today trouble himself about a peasant hung 

in an obscure land many centuries gone?" 
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CHRISTIAN REFLECTIONS 

Isaiah 58:6-7  

 

“"Is not this the kind 

of fasting I have cho-

sen: to loose the 

chains of injustice 

and untie the cords 

of the yoke, to set 

the oppressed free 

and break every 

yoke? 7 Is it not to 

share your food with 

the hungry and to 

provide the poor 

wanderer with shel-

ter-- when you see 

the naked, to clothe 

him, and not to turn 

away from your own 

flesh and blood? 

 



 

An anonymous poet put it like this:  

 Under an Easter sky,  

Amid a rabble cry,  

A man went forth to die  

For me!  

Thorn-crowned His blessed head,  

Blood-stained His every tread,  

Cross-laden on He sped  

For me!  

Pierced through His hands and feet,  

Three hours o'er Him did beat  
Fierce rays of noontide heat,  

For me!  

Thus were Thou made all mine  

Lord make me wholly thine,  

Give grace and strength divine  

To me!  

In thought and word and deed,  

thy will to do; oh! lead my feet  

Even though they bleed  

To Thee. 

 

But there is one more reason why there was no other way but the cross. There was no other way for God to 

show the depth and the width of his love except by the gift of his Son. John puts it like this, "In this is love--

not that we loved God, but that he loved us and gave his Son to be the expiation for our sins." 

Corrie Ten Boom put it like this: "In the forest fire, there is always one place where the fire cannot reach. It 

is the place where the fire has already burned itself out. Calvary is the place where the fire of God's judg-

mentagainst sin burned itself out completely. It is there that we are safe." 

"What wondrous love is this, O my soul," writes the poet. "That caused the Lord of bliss to lay aside his 

crown for my soul, for my soul, to lay aside his crown for my soul." 

That is why the cross had to be. Jesus could not ask his disciples to make a sacrifice he was not willing to 

make himself. There was no other way to reveal the awfulness of man's sin and the awesomeness of God's 

love. 

Of course, the challenge that each of us faces is to respond in faith to that love. The challenge is to cast off 

the sin that so easily besets us, and to give our lives to Him as He gave His life for us. 

        (Sermon Adapted from http://www.sermons.com/sss.html) 
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Maphrianate of the East 

Church history records that Addai, one of the seventy preachers, was sent by his brother, the apostle Thomas, 

to Edessa, capital of the Abgarite Kingdom, and cured its king Abgar V from leprosy and converted him togeth-

er with all the inhabitants of the city. Then Addai preached in Amed (Diarbekir), in the South of Arzen, in the 

Eastern valley of the Tigris River, and in Bazebdi. After which he came to Hidiab (Arbil),47 where he settled 

down with his friend Mari, preaching the Gospel. The Syrian historians: Mor Michael the Great, Bar `Ebroyo 

and Bar Salibi add that the apostle Thomas passed through these places and preached their inhabitants on 

his way to India. This is how Christianity spread since the first century all over the East, where churches were 

built and bishoprics established. 

During the third century, a number of bishoprics were gradually organized and a general leadership was es-

tablished, with Madaen as its center, in the ecclesiastical region under the jurisdiction of the Apostolic See of 

Antioch.48 Its bishop was called Bishop of the East, or Catholicos of the East, and was later known as the 

Maphryono49 of the East.50 

The Catholicos of the East had general authority over the churches in his district, in collaboration with the Pa-

triarch of Antioch. The political situation hindered this relation since the headquarters of the See of Antioch 

was within the Roman Empire, while the East was subject to the Persian rule and the enmity between the Per-

sians and the Romans was severe.51 

In 431 AD the Council of Ephesus excommunicated Nestorious, Patriarch of Constantinople. A number of 

bishops from Syria together with the majority of the teachers and students of the School of Edessa aligned 

with him. Hence, Nestorious' teachings were spread in the East with the exception of Tikrit and Armenia. The 

result was the division of the Syrians, from the religious and doctrinal points of view, into two groups. This di-

vision affected even the Syriac language which came to be distinguished in its phonetic and calligraphic 

styles, known as the Western style and the Eastern style. The Western style was used in the land of Damas-

cus [Syria] and the Eastern style in the lands of Mesopotamia, Iraq and Azerbejan. The Eastern group cut off 

its relations with the See of Antioch, with the exception of the Orthodox people in Iraq52 who remained loyal to 

the Apostolic See of Antioch, enduring great hardships as a result. In the year 480 AD, Barsouma, the Nestori-

an Bishop of Nusaibin, slandered against the faithful orthodox of the East to Fairouz, the Persian king, accus-

ing them of spying in the interest of the Byzantine Kingdom. As a result, Fairouz slaughtered many of them 

shedding their innocent blood. After the death of Barsauma, the Armenian Catholicos Christophorus visited 

the East and consecrated a monk by the name Garmai as bishop in the Monastery of St. Matthew and gave 

him authority to consecrate bishops, as the Catholicos of the East. Christophorus also consecrated Monk 
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Ahodemeh as bishop at Baerbye.53 In 559 AD, Ya`qub Burd`ono visited the church in the East and conse-

crated Ahodemeh as General Bishop who became the first General Bishop of the East, after the Nestorians 

had captured its See. 54 

In 628, a reconciliation was reached between the Persian and Roman Empires. Patriarch Athanasius I (595-

631) sent his secretary Rabban (Monk) Youhanna to the East. He met with Bishop Christophorus, head of 

the Monastery of St. Matthew and discussed with him the subject of resuming relations between the See of 

Antioch and the Church in the East. The bishop convened a synod which was attended by Monk Youhanna 

and four regional bishops. They elected three monks, Marotha, Ithalaha and Aha, and requested the patri-

arch to consecrate them bishops. The patriarch accepted the request and honored the old custom of the 

Church of the East which allowed three bishops in the absence of the Catholicos to consecrate a new bishop 

in dire circumstances. 

The Eastern bishops consecrated the chosen monks as bishops in the presence of the patriarch's envoy. 

The patriarch then installed Marutha, one of the three new bishops, as Bishop of Tikrit, and gave him author-

ity to preside over the East, on his behalf. The above incident indicates that the Church in the East was au-

tonomous and that its Catholicos who was installed by the patriarch had authority over all its bishoprics. Also 

we can see in the history of the church that the Patriarch was enthroned by the fathers of the church with 

the cooperation of the Catholicos. Several attempts have taken place for infringing this tradition. 

Mar Marotha of Tikrit (d. 649) was the first to be called Maphryono. From him the Maphrianate took its line 

of succession. It is worth mentioning that the bishoprics of the East increased in number and prestige to the 

extent that they outnumbered the dioceses of the See of Antioch during the time of Mor Gregorios Bar 

`Ebroyo who himself was a Maphryono of the East (1264-12861). Bar `Ebroyo is considered to be one of 

the most famous and scholarly Maphryonos of the East. 

The headquarters of the Maphrianate was first in Tikrit and remained there until 1089 AD. Subsequently, it 

was transferred to Mosul, and then back to Tikrit where it remained until 1152 when it was transferred to St. 

Matthew Monastery, near Mosul. For sometime the Maphrianate was at Bartelleh near Mosul and then was 

brought back to Mosul. 

In the past, it was the custom to have the Maphryono keep his episcopal name, even after his installation. 

But since the 16th century, the name Baselios was added to his original personal name. In the year 1860, 

after the death of Maphryono Mor Baselios Bahnam IV of Mosul, the Maphrianate was abolished by a deci-

sion of a synod. 
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  (To be continued….Next Month “Reinstatement of the Office of the Maphrianate”) 



H A P P Y  B I R T H D A Y  

Santhosh Louis 02-Feb 

Shelene Shinu 02-Feb 

Ajil Benny 04-Feb 

Joel Jacob Mathew 05-Feb 

Roshan  Mathew 10-Feb 

Subha Kannath 17-Feb 

Shybi Prasad 18-Feb 

Joshua Philips 24-Feb 

Jessy Iype 25-Feb 

Sharon Shinu 28-Feb 

Dear Readers,  

Please contribute your articles to the newsletter. Let others be blessed 

by your talent. It would be more interesting to read articles of people we 

know. Please mail articles for the next edition to  

editor4jcm@gmail.com. 

 Warm regards,                                                                                   

Suraj Mathew, Editor  Reena George, Editor                                    

editor4jcm@gmail.com 

E D I T O R ’ S  D E S K  

Morning Prayer at 8.15 am Holy Mass at 8.30 am 

Food and socialization   9:30 am to 10:30 am 

Sunday School    10:30 am to 11 am 

S U N D A Y  W O R S H I P   

J E R U S A L E M  C H R I S T I A N  M I S S I O N ,  7 2  B I R C H M O U N T  R D ,  S C A R B O R O U G H ,  O N ,  
C A N A D A   M 1 N  3 J 6    
W W W . J E R U S A L E M C H R I S T I A N M I S S I O N . C O M  
C O N T AC T : R E V . F R . V . V . P A U L O S E  EM A I L : P A U L O S E A C H E N . V V @ G M A I L . C O M  
C E L L U L A R : 4 1 6 5 0 5 0 1 0 7  

S P E C I A L  A N N O U N C E M E N T  

G R E E T I N G S  

W E D D I N G  A N N I V E R S A R Y  

Stella Thomas & Thomas  02-Feb 

Paulose Njaralangattil & Seena Kodackanal 03-Feb 

Varghese Pathrose & Mercy Varghese 21-Feb 

H O L Y  W E E K  

C A L E N D A R  
Feb 16—Great Lent begins 

Mar 11 — Mid Lent (Paathi Noyambu) 

Mar 29th — Palm Sunday (Oshana)   

7 :30 AM Prayer, 8 AM to 10 AM—Holy Mass and Osha-

na Service 

Apr 1 — Pesaha Service  7 PM to 9 PM 

Apr 2nd — Maundy Thursday (Pesaha ) 

Apr 3rd — Good Friday — 9 AM to 3 PM Prayer and Ven-

eration of the Cross 

Apr 4th — Easter Service 7 PM to 10 PM 

Apr 5th — Easter Sunday 


