
 

 

 

 

FAITH ‘N’ LIFE 

“The greatest among you must be your servant” (Matthew 23:12) 

 

Today’s gospel reading is a study in contrasts–between those who have power and those who 

have none; between those at the top of the social ladder and those at the bottom; between 

those who lighten the burden of others & those who add to the burden of others. 

A rider on horseback, many years ago, came upon a squad of soldiers who were trying to 

move a heavy piece of timber. A corporal stood by, giving lordly orders to "heave." But the 

piece of timber was a trifle too heavy for the squad. "Why don't you help them?" asked the 

quiet man on the horse, addressing the important corporal. "Me? Why, I'm a corporal sir!". Dis-

mounting, the stranger carefully took his place with the soldiers. "Now, all together boys--

heave!" he said. And the big piece of timber slid into place. The stranger mounted his horse 

and addressed the corporal. "The next time you have a piece of timber for your men to han-

dle, corporal, send for the commander-in-chief." It was then that the corporal and his men first 

realized that the helpful stranger was none other than George Washington. The corporal, full of 

himself, brought down a few pegs by the soon to be first president of the United States, experi-

enced what Jesus warns us about in today’s gospel from Matthew –“Whoever exalts himself 

will be humbled, but whoever humbles himself will be exalted”.   

In this gospel reading, Jesus is once again angry at the scribes and Pharisees for their hypocrisy

-- the obvious disconnect between what they are saying and what they are doing. Rather 

than leading inspirational lives based on the golden rule; rather than trying to alleviate the suf-

fering of the many, these privileged few are aggravating that suffering… in violation of God’s 

law and covenants. Centuries earlier, they were doing the same sorts of things that the proph-

et Malachi denounces in the first reading.  

In stark contrast to humankind’s natural tendency toward self-centeredness, Jesus epitomizes 

the opposite -- selflessness. Why? Because excessive love of self diminishes capacity to love 

others. To be his disciple requires a big heart, indeed… yes, sometimes even a heart that 

seems to bleed for others. That’s why for him it’s the lowly who rank highest in the kingdom of 

God, not the privileged. Why in the Beatitudes, it’s the meek who will inherit the earth, not the 

haughty. Rather than touting his own greatness, Jesus exemplifies humility. At the Last Supper 

on the night before he dies, he, the Son of God, kneels down and washes the disciples’ feet 

telling them: “…I have given you a model to follow… as this is done  for you, so you must do for 

one another.”  

When on Judgment Day you and I meet the Lord on the other side of eternity, what will the 

verdict be? Exalted? or Humbled?                                                                                 

   (Adapted from an article on the internet by Anthony J. Sciolino) 
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CHRISTIAN REFLECTIONS 

Jeremiah 29:11 

 

11 For I know the 

plans I have for you," 

declares the LORD, 

"plans to prosper you 

and not to harm you, 

plans to give you 

hope and a future.  

 

12.Then you will 

call upon me and 

come and pray to 

me, and I will lis-

ten to you.  

 

13.You will seek me 

and find me when 

you seek me with all 

your heart.  

 



http://www.stbarsaumochurch.com/OurChurch/ChurchHistory/tabid/68/Default.aspx 

Ecclesial Status of the Church of Antioch 

The Church of Antioch is considered to be the most ancient and widely known of all churches after the Church 

of Jerusalem. After the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD by the Roman Emperor Titus, the Christians in Jeru-

salem were scattered and many made their way to Antioch. It was from Antioch that the disciples went to the 

then known parts of the world, spreading the Gospel and establishing churches, monasteries and schools. 

These monasteries and schools produced many illustrious scholars who enlightened the world with their reli-

gious and scientific achievements.22 The fathers of the Syrian Church of Antioch made great and memorable 

contributions in the study of the Holy Bible, both Old and New Testaments. It was their translation of the Holy 

Bible into the Syriac language that came to be known as (Peshitto) or 'simple'. They also translated the Bible 

into Arabic,Persian and Malayalam (a South Indian language).23 Their work was not limited to translation; it 

included commentaries and exegesis of the Holy Scriptures. They have left behind them a rich heritage that 

should be counted as unique by today's scholars. This church played a great role in spreading the Gospel to 

many nations of the world such in Arabia, Armenia, India, Ethiopia. In the process, it suffered the loss of thou-

sands who laid down their lives as martyrs for the faith.24 

Establishment of the See of Antioch by Peter the Apostle 

Reliable historians such as Origens (d. 256 AD) Eusebius of Caeserea (d 340 AD), John the Golden Mouth (d. 

407 AD), Hieronymus ( d. 420 AD ) and Mar Severius of Antioch (d. 538 AD ) have all commented on St. Pe-

ter's efforts in Antioch, where, as mentioned earlier, he established the Apostolic See. He was the first of its 

patriarchs to whom the line of succeeding patriarchs is traced. Eusebius of Caeserea25 notes 'In the fourth 

year after the Ascension of Jesus Christ, St. Peter proclaimed the word of God in Antioch, the great capital, 

and became its first bishop."26 He also tells us in his Ecclesiastical History, "Ignatius became famous and was 

chosen to be the Bishop of Antioch and the successor of St. Peter."27 In his Calendar of Feasts, Hierony-

mus28 fixed the 22nd day of February as the day of the establishment of the See of St. Peter in Antioch. The 

Catholic Church still celebrates this feast on this same date.29 

We can, therefore, surmise that St. Peter was the first Patriarch of the Apostolic See of Antioch. He had many 

illustrious successors, including St. Ignatius. This succession has remained unbroken until the time of the 

present patriarch, the author of this treatise. He is the 122nd in line among the legitimate patriarchs. 
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28 Jerome, Latin Church Father of the 4th century. 
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       (To be continued….Next Month “Headquarters of the See of Antioch ”) 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Philips Varghese 02-Nov 

Reuben Jacob 03-Nov 

Seena Kodackanal 07-Nov 

Alvin Varghese 07-Nov 

Sarah Sam 07-Nov 

Susan Korah Ancheri 14-Nov 

Riya George 25-Nov 

Bincy Samuel 30-Nov 

Dear Readers,  

Please contribute your articles to the newsletter. Let others be blessed by your 

talent.Please mail articles for the next edition to editor4jcm@gmail.com. 

Warm regards,                                                                                   

Suraj Mathew, Editor  Reena George, Editor                                    

editor4jcm@gmail.com 

E D I T O R ’ S  D E S K  

Morning Prayer at 8.15 am Holy Mass at 8.30 am 

Food and socialization 9:30 am to 10:30 am 

Sunday School and Malayalam  Classes 10:30 am to 11 am 

S U N D A Y  W O R S H I P  T I M I N G S  

J E R U S A L E M  C H R I S T I A N  M I S S I O N ,  7 2  B I R C H M O U N T  R D ,  S C A R B O R O U G H ,  O N ,  
C A N A D A   M 1 N  3 J 6    
 
W W W . J E R U S A L E M C H R I S T I A N M I S S I O N . C O M  
C O N T AC T : R E V . F R . V . V . P A U L O S E  EM A I L : P A U L O S E A C H E N . V V @ G M A I L . C O M  
C E L L U L A R : 4 1 6 5 0 5 0 1 0 7  

1.) Who was the father of Joseph the husband of Mary? 

 Jacob 

 Eleazar 

 Azor 

 Jechonias 

2.) Which angel appeared to Mary? 

 Gabriel 

 The Angel of the Lord 

 Michael 

 Gideon 

3.) Who was promised that he would not see death, before he 

had seen the Lord's Christ? 

 Zacharias 

 Joseph 

 Simeon 

 John the Baptist 

4.) Who was the king of Judaea at the time of the birth of Jesus? 

 Herod 

 Pilate 

 Caesar 

 Barnabas 

5.) Where was Jesus born? 

 Nazareth 

 Bethlehem 

 Jerusalem 

 Egypt 

6.) How did the shepherds who visited Baby Jesus know where 

to find Him? 

 They were told in a dream. 

 An angel of the Lord told them. 

 They read it in the ancient scrolls. 

 A messenger from the east informed them. 

7.) How did the Magi (wise men) who visited Baby Jesus know 

where to find Him? 

 They followed a star in the east. 

 An angel of the Lord told them. 

 They were told in a dream. 

 They followed a cloud before them. 

8.) Which was not a gift the wise men brought to Jesus? 

 Myrrh 

 Frankincense 

 Silver 

 Gold 

9.) To escape from the king, the angel of the Lord told Jesus' 

family leave and go where? 

 Syria 

 Egypt 

 Bethlehem 

 Palestine 

10.) Where was Jesus raised after they returned? 

Bethlehem 

Egypt 

Syria 

Nazereth 
    Compiled by Vijay Joseph 

Please send in your answers before 20th Nov 2014 only to edi-

tor4jcm@gmail.com. The correct answers and name of the person 

with 1st all correct answers will be published in the next edition.   

 

Answers to last months Quiz. 

1.b 2.c 3.a 4. b 5. b 6.c 7.a 8.b 9.d 10.d 

 

B I B L E  Q U I Z  


